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In this matter of preventive inoculation against plague the Bureau 
feels that it can not more forcefully express its views on the efficacy of 
the procedure than by reference to paare 23, line 1, of the recent article 
on plague published by the Bureau : " It is believed that it will be per- 
fectly rational to lay down as a general scientific principal that it will 
in the future be just as rational and scientific to practice preventive 
inoculation against the plague as it is now customary to vaccinate those 
exposed to the infection of smallpox with a view of preventing the 
spread of the disease." 

Bespectfully, Walter Wyman, 

Surgeon- General U. 8. M. H. 8. 
Surg. D. A. Cakmichabl, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service, Honolulu, Hawaii. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Regulations of the Louisiana State hoard of health against vessels from 
plague-infected ports. 

New Orleans, February 14., 1900. 
Sir : Inclosed please find copy of regulations for the treatment of 
vessels from plague ports adopted by the Louisiana State board of 
health, at its regular meeting yesterday, February 13. 

Bespectfully, Edmond Souohon, M. D., 

President Louisiana State Board of Health. 

[Inclosure.] 

Regulations governing vessels -without plague on board from ports where plague is in 
existence, or which sailed from such ports within thirty days of the report of the death 
or recovery of the last reported case of plague : 

First. Disinfection in midstream on arrival at the Mississippi River Quarantine Sta- 
tion, following Treasury and board regulations. 

Second. Detention of fifteen days. 

Third. Redisinfection on eighth day. 

Fourth. Dispensing with lighters and airing. 

Fifth. Letting vessel come up to the city and anchor in midstream. 

Sixth. Keep men on vessels near holds with shotguns to watch for rats while unload- 
ing and during disinfection of holds. 

Seventh. Also keep men with shotguns in skifla on each side of the vessel to watch 
for rats while unloading and disinfection of holds. 

Eighth. Unloading on lighters, which will be towed to the wharf as soon as loaded. 

Ninth, (a) Lighters shall be open. (6) The tug shall back away from the lighters as 
soon as the lighters have reached the vessel. 

Tenth. Burning of sulphur in pots during night in holds while unloading on lighters. 

Eleventh. Should rats essape on a lighter, it shall be unloaded at once on another, 
and the rats found and killed. 

Twelfth. Lighters are not to remain alongside of the vessel after sundown. 

Thirteenth. Disinfection of hold after unloading with bichloride and sulphur. 

Fourteenth. All to the satisfaction of the shipping inspector of State board. 

Fifteenth. All expenses shall be borne by the vessel. 

Edmond Souchon, M. D., 
President Louisiana State Board of Health. 

The board also adopted the following general regulations : 

Regulations governing vessels without plague on board from ports where plague has 
existed, and which sail from such ports after thirty days of the report of the death or 
recovery of the last reported case of plague : 

First. Disinfection in midstream on arrival at Mississippi River Quarantine Station, 
following Treasury and board regulations. 

Second. Dispensing with lighters and airing. 

Third. Letting vessel unload then at wharf. 
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Fourth. Keep men near holds with shotguns to watch for rats while unloading and 
during disinfection of holds. 
Fifth. Burning sulphur in pots during the night in holds while unloading at wharves. 
Sixth. Disinfection of hold after unloading with bichloride and sulphur. 
Seventh. All to the satisfaction of the shipping inspector of the State board. 
Eighth. All expenses shall be paid by the vessel. 

Edmond Souchon, M. D., 
President Louisiana State Board of Health. 

NEW ORLEANS, February IS, 1900. 
President and members of the Louisiana State board of health: 

Gentlemen : Your committee on quarantine respectfully submit the following reso- 
lution and accompanying text of annual proclamation of quarantine to be recommended 
to the governor : 

Resolved, That his excellency, the governor of Louisiana, be and hereby is requested 
to issue his proclamation of quarantine, to take effect on April 1, 1900, according to the 
following schedule : 

That all vessels arriving at the several quarantine stations of Louisiana, together 
with their cargoes, crews, passengers and baggage, shall be subjected to inspection and 
sanitation according to the following schedule : 

"First class. All vessels not included in the three following classes : 

"Second class. Vessels arriving from suspected ports (intertropical American and 
"West Indian and Brazilian ports, which, in the absence of satisfactory evidence to the 
contrary, are considered suspicious, and other ports which may be declared suspicious 
by the board of health) . 

" Third class. Vessels arriving from ports known to be infected. 

"Fourth class. Vessels which, without regard to port of departure, are infected; 
that is to say, vessels which have yellow fever, cholera, or other contagious or infectious 
disease on board at the time of arrival, or have had same on voyage. 

"Vessels of the first class to be subjected to necessary maritime sanitation without 
detention of either vessel or persons longer than may be necessary to place such vessels 
in good sanitary condition. 

" Vessels of the second class to undergo the same treatment as those of the first class 
until May 1, 1900, on and after which date vessels of the second class shall be sub- 
jected to full sanitation at the Mississippi River Quarantine Station, together with 
detention of vessels and persons, for such length of time as the board of health may 
determine. 

" Vessels of the third class, without passengers, to be subjected to full sanitation at 
the Mississippi River Quarantine Station, without detention of either vessels or persons 
after disinfection, until May 1, 1900, on and after which date vessels of this class shall 
be detained for observation, together with their crews, cargoes, and passengers, for such 
length of time after completion of disinfection as the board of health may determine. 

"Vessels of the third class, with passengers, to be subjected to full sanitation with 
detention thereafter for such length of time as the board of health may determine. 

"Vessels of the fourth class, arriving at Port Eads with sickness on board, shall pro- 
ceed to the Mississippi River Quarantine Station, there to undergo thorough disinfection. 
The sick, with contagious diseases, to be thence conveyed to the lazaretto. All vessels 
of the fourth class, after completion of disinfection, shall be detained for such length of 
time as the board of health may determine. 

"All vessels arriving from ports known or suspected to be infected with cholera or 
bubonic plague shall be subjected to maritime sanitation and such detention as the 
board of health may determine. 

"Vessels arriving from ports and places belonging to the second, third and fourth 
classes, as set forth in the above schedule, shall not be allowed to pass the Rigolets, 
the Atchafalaya or Lake Charles quarantine stations, or other quarantine stations which 
may be hereafter established, without having undergone proper maritime sanitation at 
the Mississippi River Quarantine Station. 

"Vessels engaged in the tropical fruit trade, whose sanitary condition and health 
record are satisfactory, may be allowed to pass the Mississippi River Quarantine Station 
after inspection, subject, however, to such regulations and sanitary treatment as the 
board of health may prescribe. 

" Quarantine officers at the several stations in this State are especially charged and 
required to strictly enforce the execution of this proclamation, and the State board of 
health is requested to prosecute vigorously all violators of the same, as well as of the 
quarantine laws and regulations of this State." 

Resolved, That for the year 1900 vessels subject to detention at the Mississippi River 



March 2, 1900 466 

Quarantine Station, under the terms of the governor's proclamation, shall be held for 
observation, with their crews, passengers, and cargoes, not less than five full days after 
completion of disinfection. 

Such vessels as have been disinfected at the port of departure in a manner satisfac- 
tory to this board will be again disinfected at the Mississippi River Quarantine Station^ 
and the time of detention will be five days counting from the first disinfection at port 
of departure. 

A true copy: G-. Farbab Patton, M. D., 

Secretary. 

West coast of Mexico — Belation to the United States as regards plague, small- 
pox, and yellow fever. 

San Diego Quarantine Station, 

San Diego, Gal., February .3, 1900. 

Sir : Eeplying to Bureau letter (F. L. G.) of date January 24, as to 
possibility of bubonic plague gaining entrance to the United States 
through Mexico, I have the honor to state that there are no lines of 
vessels plying between the Orient and Honolulu and the Pacific coast 
of Mexico. All the passenger traffic from the Orient and Honolulu to 
Mexico passes through San Francisco and San Diego. Eelative to 
immigrants entering the United States through Mexico, in order to 
evade any of the quarantine or immigration laws and regulations, I have 
to state that careful inquiry reveals the fact that they do not. 

Ou account of its isolated position, being separated from the main- 
land by the Gulf of California, the population of lower California is 
sparse, consisting only of a few miners and ranchmen. Easenada, the 
principal and only town, being the capital, and having about 2,000 
inhabitants, has connection north with San Francisco and San Diego by 
steamer, and south as far as Mazatlan. 

The number of passengers carried by vessels from Ensenada to San 
Diego during the past twelve months was 1,428 ; the remainder of pas- 
senger travel both ways being about equal and the travel being purely 
local, it would appear that there is no danger of the introduction of 
plague from this source. 

There is, however, great danger from smallpox or yellow fever when 
such diseases are prevalent in Mazatlan, Mexico, a large and very unsani- 
tary town on the Gulf coast. In the event of such disease reaching Ensen- 
ada, it would seem necessary to 'place a sanitary inspector and guards 
at Tia Juana, on the Mexican line, to prevent the entrance of infected 
persons overland from Ensenada. At Tia Juana, the American and 
Mexican customs officers are stationed, that being a small town of 200 
or 300 inhabitants and visited by many tourists. The country on the 
American side is tolerably well settled up to the line; the Mexican 
side is only a stock range. 

The Cosmos Line steamers run from Hamburg to San Francisco by 
way of all South American, Central American, Mexican coast ports, 
and San Diego, this being the first United States port they enter. The 
steamers are large fine vessels ; there is one each month and it is thought 
the line is a permanent one, as all passengers and freight from the South 
destined for interior and for Eastern points come off here to go over the 
Santa Fe Eoute, thereby saving three days time over the route via San 
Francisco. 

Eespectfully, W. W. McKay, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. fl". S. 



